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they killed him was related by themselves, and may be read
in full detail in various records of the time. Cosimo's plea for
this act was that he was only carrying out a just execution
of Lorenzino for the murder of Alessandro Throughout his
life he adopted the same attitude on this subject. The view
that Lorenzino Ts act was inspired by a desire to liberate his
country, by creating sympathy with Lorenzino, militated seri-
ously against Cosimo's usurpation of the rule of Florence;
while it might inspire others to similar action against him-
self. And it was in order to excite a feeling against Lorenzino,
and to extinguish, if possible, the above view of his act
(though no other reason for the deed could ever be pro-
duced), that Cosimo on coming to power had the house broken
down,18 and that he and his successors, the Grand Dukes,
endeavoured in all ways to heap as much odium as possible
on Lorenzino's name. With the result that Lorenzino has
been handed down to us, not as he was looked upon by his
contemporaries, viz., as "the Florentine Brutus," but as one
on whom every abusive epithet may freely be cast.

In 1548 Cosimo succeeded in performing an important
service for Charles V. The republic of Siena had revolted
from the latter, driven out his representative and the Spanish
garrison, and placed themselves under the protection of the
Pope. Cosimo offered to mediate between the two parties,
which was accepted, and he was so successful that he was
able to pacify the Sienese, and arrange an agreement that
Siena's ancient form of government should be respected by
the Emperor, while a representative of the latter with a
Spanish garrison should be admitted.

Both France and the Pope were now preparing to attack
the Empejror, and he was strengthening himself in every way
in Italy for the conflict. As one measure to that end the
harbour of Portoferrajo and the adjacent district in the
island of Elba was given to Cosimo, and he in a short time
made Portoferrajo the strongest naval station in the Mediter-
ranean. He was also allowed to occupy Piombino for a time